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N & M SEAFOOD,INC.
. . .“.--7MJ2West Dunnello!?R!%”

Dunnellon,FL 3T433-3595

April} 17J 1999

Dockek ManagementBranch(HFA 305)
Foodand Drug Administration
5630 FisheriesLane,RoomWI
Rockville,IvU@and 208S2

RE:DocketNumber98P41504

DearFDA:

I am writingtoday to expressmy strongobjectionsto costlyandunnecessaryruleswhichyoI I have been

askedto considerby theCenterfor Scienceinthe PublicMerest,

As onewho& workedwiththe oysterindustryfor manyyears, I cantellyou firsthandoft lie
t?COnOllliCd+ age theseproposedruleswouldinflictuponus. Reduceddemandwouldred in
reducedactivityinthe industry.Thiswouldreducefuelandequipmentpurchasesby harwmera,
containerpurkhasesby shippersand processors,theneedfor commoncarrierdistributors,m dwould
reducebusin+a and incomethroughoutthechainfromharvestemto retailoutlets.

Therippleeff~ of the proposedruleswouldhaveeconomicimpactfarbeyondartybenefittlIatwould
occuras a resithoftheirimpoaiticmonthe industry.Consumersshouldhavea choicebetweeIItreated
oystersand ~h oysters.Thesmallnumberof peoplewhomaybe at realriskshouldheedtht?ample
healthwarningsavailablewherefreshoystersare soldandassumetheirownlevelof personal
responaibili~’just as those who are diabetic must avoidsugarandthosewhoallergicto sUM IBmust
avoidproduc(swhichare advisedthattheyshouldnotconsumethem.

] urg@FDAto~rejectthesecripplingrtdesand ailowotherappropriateindependentstateand I ational
bodiessuch as theISSC tocontinuetheireducationalandoversightas theyhave tnthe past.
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